
Graduate 

School 

Applications 

Overview Muge Olgun Baytas, Ph.D. 

Curriculum and Instruction  

Emphasis: 1- Language, Culture, and Society 2- Early Childhood Education

Penn State University, PA, United States

Education Specialist at MEB
1



Agenda

• General timeline for applying 

• Resources for researching graduate programs & financial aid

• General application requirements

• Letters of recommendation

• Writing personal statements and other essays
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Master and PhD 

programs
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General Application 
Requirements

● 3.0 minimum GPA*
● Application form
● Application fee: many universities waive 

application fees for students from underrepresented 
countries or those facing financial hardship.

● Official transcripts 
● Test scores (GRE) 
● Language Requirements
● 2-3 letters of recommendation
● Resume or CV
● Statement of purpose and other essays
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USA Graduate School Timeline (Fall 2026)

2024

● September – November 2024

○ Research programs, universities, and faculty.

○ Create a shortlist of programs and note their deadlines.

○ Begin preparing for standardized tests (GRE, TOEFL, 

IELTS, etc.).

○ Review funding options like assistantships, scholarships, 

or fellowships.

● December 2024

○ Register for standardized tests (if needed).

○ Start drafting your statement of purpose (SOP).

○ Begin creating an academic CV.

5



USA Graduate School Timeline (Fall 2026)

2025

● January – March 2025

○ Take standardized tests (GRE, TOEFL, IELTS).

○ Request letters of recommendation from professors/employers.

○ Reach out to potential advisors at research-based programs.

○ Collect transcripts and academic documents.

● April – June 2025

○ Finalize your list of programs and create a timeline for each 

school’s deadlines.

○ Continue refining your SOP and essays.

○ Check if applications open early (some open in summer).

● July – September 2025

○ Begin applications for programs with rolling admissions.

○ Start preparing financial documents for funding and visa purposes.

○ Arrange for test scores to be sent to universities.

● October – December 2025

○ Submit applications (many deadlines fall between December 1–

15).

○ Track submission confirmations and additional requests from 

universities.

○ Apply for external funding opportunities (e.g., Fulbright).
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USA Graduate School Timeline (Fall 2026)

2026

● January – March 2026

○ Wait for admission decisions (many are released in 

February/March).

○ Attend interviews if required.

○ Begin researching visa processes and housing options.

● April – June 2026

○ Confirm your acceptance and notify programs.

○ Apply for a student visa (F-1 or J-1).

○ Make travel and housing arrangements.

● July – August 2026

○ Prepare for your move (health insurance, packing, etc.).

○ Attend pre-departure orientations, if available.

● September 2026

○ Begin your graduate program!
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Europe Graduate School Timeline (Fall 2026)

2024

● September – November 2024

○ Research European programs, universities, and scholarships 

(e.g., Erasmus Mundus, DAAD).

○ Begin preparing for language tests (IELTS, TOEFL, or country-

specific).

○ Note application deadlines (they vary by country and program).

● December 2024

○ Draft your CV and motivation letter.

○ Familiarize yourself with online application platforms (e.g., Uni-

Assist for Germany).
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Europe Graduate School Timeline (Fall 2026)

2025

● January – March 2025

○ Take required tests (IELTS/TOEFL).

○ Begin reaching out to professors or program coordinators, if 

applicable.

○ Gather transcripts and academic records (translated, if 

necessary).

● April – June 2025

○ Apply for Erasmus Mundus scholarships (deadlines are often in 

early spring).

○ Finalize your program list and application materials.

○ Confirm application portals or specific country processes.

● July – September 2025

○ Begin submitting applications (deadlines vary but many start in 

summer).

○ Apply for scholarships.

○ Research visa requirements for your destination.

● October – December 2025

○ Submit the remaining applications (European deadlines can range 

from late autumn to early spring).

○ Track confirmation emails and prepare for interviews if needed.
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Europe Graduate School Timeline (Fall 2026)

2026

● January – March 2026

○ Wait for admission offers and scholarship results.

○ Start preparing financial documents and begin visa research.

● April – June 2026

○ Accept offers and enroll in your chosen program.

○ Apply for a student visa (Schengen visa or country-specific).

○ Look for housing and finalize travel plans.

● July – August 2026

○ Complete visa processing and prepare for your move.

○ Attend pre-departure webinars or orientations.

● September 2026

○ Start your program in Europe!

10



Researching Programs

● General websites:

○ GradSchools.com

○ Peterson’s Graduate Schools

○ US News, Best Graduate Schools

● University and graduate program websites
● Information sessions
● Informational interviews/Linkedin
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http://www.gradschools.com/
http://www.petersons.com/graduate-schools.aspx
https://www.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools


Personal 

Ranking

Institutional 

Type

Degree & 

Program of 

Interest

List one-three 

professors 

who you are 

interested in 

working with 

and why?

List one 

aspect of the 

program 

curriculum 

that you are 

interested in. 

List any 

funding or 

work 

opportunities.

List any 

required 

standardized 

test(s).

Top 3-4 schools, 

middle 3-4 

schools, bottom 3-

4 schools

Penn State 

University, large 

public, northeast, 

urban

MEd School 

Counsiling, Phd in 

Curriculum and 

Instruction

Dr. Gail Boldt, 

focus on 

Language 

Development in 

ECE

Specific courses, 

concentrations or 

program tracks, 

terminal Master’s 

offered, required 

practical 

experiences, 

opportunity to 

work, opportunity 

to conduct 

research in the lab

Internships, 

graduate 

assistantships, 

teaching 

assistantships, 

fellowships, 

research 

assistantships, 

scholarships.

GRE General Test 

(optional), TOEFL, 

one article.
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How to Organize Your Grad School Applications
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How to Organize Your Grad School Applications

Education degrees vary based on focus and career goals:

1. M.Ed. (Master of Education):

A postgraduate degree designed for teachers and educators focusing on practical skills 

for classroom teaching, curriculum development, or school leadership.

2. M.A./M.S. in Education:

These degrees (Master of Arts or Master of Science) emphasize education theory, 

research, and policy, often preparing students for academic or research-oriented roles.

3. Ed.D. (Doctor of Education):

A professional doctorate focusing on applying research to solve real-world problems in 

educational leadership, administration, or policy.

4. Ph.D. in Education:

A research-based doctorate aimed at advancing knowledge through original research, 

preparing graduates for academic, research, or high-level consultancy roles.



Researching Financial Aid in 
the USA

1. Scholarships and Fellowships

● Fulbright Foreign Student Program: Provides funding for 

tuition, living expenses, and more. Country-specific eligibility 

criteria.

● Joint Japan/World Bank Graduate Scholarship Program: For 

students from developing countries pursuing development-related 

programs.

● AAUW International Fellowships: For women pursuing 

graduate or postgraduate studies in the USA.

● Rotary Foundation Global Grant: Funds graduate-level 

coursework or research related to Rotary’s focus areas.

● On-Campus Scholarships: Check each university for merit-

based or need-based scholarships offered to international 

students.

● YLSY Scholarship: YLSY (Milli Eğitim Bakanlığı Yurtdışı 

Lisansüstü Eğitim Bursu) is a scholarship program funded by the 

Turkish Ministry of National Education (MEB). 
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Researching Financial Aid

2. Assistantships (Work Opportunities)

● Teaching Assistantships (TAs): Graduate students assist 

professors with teaching in exchange for tuition waivers and 

stipends.

● Research Assistantships (RAs): Students work on faculty-led 

research projects, typically in STEM and social sciences.

● Graduate Assistantships (GAs): Provide general support within 

departments (e.g., administrative tasks) with funding.

3. External Scholarships by Foundations

● Ford Foundation Fellowships: For students from historically 

underrepresented groups.

● Open Society Foundation Scholarships: For students working 

on global social issues.

15



Researching Financial Aid

4. University-Specific Aid

● Many U.S. universities offer full or partial funding for international 

students. Examples:

○ Harvard Graduate School of Arts and Sciences 

Fellowships

○ Stanford Knight-Hennessy Scholars Program

○ Yale Graduate School Fellowships
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Researching Financial Aid in Europe

1. EU-Funded Scholarships

● Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degrees (EMJMD): Fully-

funded scholarships for select master’s programs across multiple 

European universities.

● Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA): Funding for doctoral 

research within the EU.

2. University-Specific Scholarships

● Check funding opportunities at specific universities (e.g., ETH 

Zurich Excellence Scholarship, University of Helsinki 

Scholarships).

3. External Scholarships

● Wellcome Trust Grants (UK): For students in health-related 

research fields.

● Open Society Foundation Scholarships: Available across 

Europe.
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Researching Financial Aid in Europe

4. Part-Time Work Opportunities

● Many European countries allow students to work part-time during 

their studies to cover living expenses.
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Researching Financial Aid in Europe

5. Country-Specific Scholarships

● Germany:

○ DAAD Scholarships: Fully funded scholarships for 

various disciplines.

○ Deutschlandstipendium: Merit-based scholarships for 

both German and international students.

● France:

○ Eiffel Excellence Scholarship: For master’s and PhD 

programs in key disciplines.

● Netherlands:

○ Holland Scholarship: For non-EU students pursuing a 

master’s degree.

● UK:

○ Chevening Scholarships: Fully funded scholarships for 

leadership-driven candidates.

○ Commonwealth Scholarships: For students from 

Commonwealth countries.

● Sweden:

○ Swedish Institute Scholarships: Covers tuition, living 

costs, and travel expenses.
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Application Components

United States:

1. Curriculum Vitae (CV): Includes academic, 

research, teaching, and volunteering details.

2. Statement of Purpose: Tailored to explain specific 

goals and contributions.

3. Recommendation Letters: Usually from 3 

individuals familiar with academic and research 

performance.

4. Transcripts: Comprehensive with emphasis on 

major courses.

5. Standardized Tests: GRE or specialized tests like 

LSAT, MCAT (as applicable).

6. Language Proficiency: TOEFL, IELTS, or other 

proof of English/German/French proficiency.

Europe:

1. CV/Europass: Structured to meet EU standards, 

emphasizing academic and work history.

2. Motivation Letter: Clear focus on academic 

motivations and career plans.

3. Recommendation Letters: Typically from thesis 

advisors or academic supervisors.

4. Transcripts: Focused on Bachelor's/Master’s 

relevance to the program applied for.

5. Language Proficiency: TOEFL, IELTS, or other 

proof of English/German/French proficiency.
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Key Factors Admissions Committees Look For

United States:

● Academic Background: High GPA, relevant 

coursework, strong academic standing.

● Research Experience: Independent projects, 

internships, co-authoring publications.

● Personal Statement: Unique experiences and 

alignment with program goals.

● Program Fit: Matching interests with faculty 

research and program offerings.

● Extracurricular Involvement: Leadership roles, 

community engagement, teaching.
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Key Factors Admissions Committees Look For

United States:

● Academic Background: High GPA, relevant 

coursework, strong academic standing.

● Research Experience: Independent projects, 

internships, co-authoring publications.

● Personal Statement: Unique experiences and 

alignment with program goals.

● Program Fit: Matching interests with faculty 

research and program offerings.

● Extracurricular Involvement: Leadership roles, 

community engagement, teaching.

Europe:

● Academic Excellence: High grades in subject-

specific courses and thesis work.

● Relevant Research: Experience in research 

environments, working in labs, or thesis relevance.

● Motivation Letter: Specific reasons for choosing 

the program and institution.

● International Perspective: Openness to diverse 

cultural settings or exchange experience.

● Program Specificity: Emphasis on academic 

credentials over extracurriculars.

22



Letters of Recommendation

The best letter writers are those who know you 
well and can provide an evaluation of your ability 
to perform and succeed at the graduate level. 

● A professor

● Someone who has earned the degree which 

you are seeking

● Someone with an advanced degree who has 

supervised you in a job or internship aligned 

with the graduate program you are pursuing

● Someone who has academically evaluated 

you in an upper-division class
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Tips for Securing
Letters of Rec

● Make the request in person, over phone 
or over video chat if possible

● Be prepared to articulate your interest 
and reasons for attending graduate 
school

● Ask potential letter writers if they are 
willing to write you a strong, positive 
letter

● Ask at least 2 months before you need 
the letters

● You can ask recommenders to keep your 
letter in a safe place or upload to a letter 
service before you apply

24



Provide as much info as you can to your 
recommenders to help them write the letters, 
including:

● A list of the graduate programs you applying to and what 

you would like emphasized in your letter for each program

● Due dates for each letter

● Link to where the letter can be uploaded for each 

application

● Pre-filled recommendation forms requested by the graduate 

programs

● Your unofficial transcript (note the courses you took with 

your recommender)

● A draft of your statement of purpose

● A copy of your best work in the course (with instructor 

comments on it)

● Your CV
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Thank you! 

Questions?

Reach out for further questions! 

molgun@metu.edu.tr 

26



Crafting the Ideal CV 

for 

Academic Applications

Çiğdem Fidan, Ph.D. 





Agenda 

● Preparing CV 

● Understand the essential components of a CV tailored for the education sector. 

● Learn how to highlight relevant skills, experiences, and achievements in a CV. 

● Gain practical tips on formatting and tailoring CVs for specific teaching positions.

● Preparing Letter of Intent and Letter of Motivation



Difference between CV and Resume

CV and Resume

Documents to showcase your qualifications and experiences to potential employers

CV: a detailed chronicle of your entire career

Resume: a concise summary of your most relevant qualifications



CV Resume

Length 
Two or more pages - Experience Shorter - Relevant information for a specific job

Content
Comprehensive overview of your entire 

academic and professional history

(publications, presentations, awards, and other achievements)

Tailored to specific job applications

Purpose 
Commonly used for academic positions, 

research roles, and jobs in fields like 

education

Primarily used for job applications in the private 

and public sectors



Main Components of CV 

Contact Information:

● Full Name

● Phone Number

● Email Address

● LinkedIn Profile (Optional)

● Personal Website (Optional)

Summary/Profile:

● A brief and engaging introduction highlighting your research interests, academic goals, and relevant skills.

● Tailor this section to each program you're applying to.

Education:

● List your degrees, diplomas, and certifications in reverse chronological order.

● Include the institution name, degree/diploma name, graduation date, major/minor, GPA (if above 3.5), and any relevant 

honors or awards.

Research Experience:

● List any research projects you've participated in, including lab work, fieldwork, or independent research.
● Include the project title, dates of involvement, supervisor's name, and a brief description of your contributions and finding s.



Teaching Experience:

● If applicable, list any teaching assistant positions or other teaching experience.
● Include the course name, dates of employment, and a brief description of your responsibilities.

Publications and Presentations:

● List any academic publications, conference presentations, or posters you've authored or co-authored.
● Include the title, publication/conference name, and date.

Awards and Honors:

● List any academic awards, scholarships, or fellowships you've received.
● Include the award name, granting institution, and date.

Skills:

● List any technical or software skills relevant to your research interests.
● Consider including language proficiency or other relevant skills.

Additional Sections:

● Relevant Work Experience
● Volunteer Experience
● Professional Memberships



Keep your CV concise and easy to read.

Use clear formatting and bullet points.



Common mistakes in preparing a CV

Typos and Grammatical Errors

● Proofread carefully and have someone else review your CV for errors.

Lack of Tailoring

● Tailor your CV to each program you apply to by highlighting relevant skills and experiences.

Digital Submission 

• Converting to PDF, naming files professionally.

Inaccurate or Misleading Information

● Always be truthful and accurate in your CV.



Poor Formatting and Visual Appeal

● Use a clear and consistent format, with headings, bullet points, and white space.

● Choose a professional font and font size.

Omitting Key Information

● Include all the essential sections, such as education, research experience, publications, and skills.

Not Quantifying Achievements

● Use numbers and data to quantify your accomplishments whenever possible.

Instead of saying "conducted research," 

say "conducted research that resulted in a 15% increase in data accuracy."



Including Irrelevant Information

● Focus on information relevant to your research interests and academic goals.

Not Proofreading

● If English is not your first language, have a native English speaker proofread your CV.

Not Using Keywords

● Incorporate keywords from the program description and faculty research interests.

Not Getting Feedback:

● Ask a trusted advisor, professor, or career counselor to review your CV before submitting it.



Best and Worst CV Examples 











Letter of Intent and Motivation Letter are often used interchangeably,

However, 

they have distinct purposes and formats depending on the context. 



Letter of Intent

• To express interest in a specific program, job, or agreement

• To outline your intent or objectives

• Often formal and concise, focusing on your qualifications and plans.

• A clear statement of intent or purpose (e.g., applying for a job or entering a program). 

• A summary of your qualifications, experiences, and future objectives relevant to the 

opportunity.  

• Reiteration of interest and willingness to discuss further.  



Motivation Letter

• Highlights your enthusiasm, personal motivation, and alignment with 

the organization's or program's mission or values.

• More personal and narrative in style, focusing on why you want to 

pursue the opportunity and how it aligns with your aspirations.

• It is commonly used for applications to academic programs, 

scholarships, or volunteering roles.



Motivation Letter

• Explanation of your interest or passion for the field/opportunity. 

• A narrative of your background, achievements, and how they shape your motivation. 

• How the opportunity aligns with your goals and your enthusiasm for contributing.

• Engaging, personal, and passionate.

• Focused on the "why" behind your application and your vision for the future.







Tools to build your own CV 

https://www.canva.com/create/cv/

https://zety.com

https://www.canva.com/create/cv/


Thank you! 

You can learn more about me

and 

Reach out for further questions!  
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