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WELCOME

▪ Designed this one-day event to help you 
imagine alternative career options for 
yourselves

▪ Invited alumni, teachers and faculty members 
to share their knowledgebase and experience

▪ Many thanks to Berkcan Köse, Dr. Müge Olğun-
Baytaş, Dr. Çiğdem Fidan and Nihan Soycan for 
planning and organizing the event

▪ We are thankful to all guest speakers for 
joining us today



YASEMIN 
TEZGIDEN-CAKCAK, 

PHD 

▪ BA in Translation Studies, MA in TEFL, 
PhD in ELT

▪ Research interests: Critical Pedagogy, 
Critical teacher education, teacher roles 
and identity

▪ Worked as a freelance translator, social 
sciences book translator, teacher of 
English, instructor of English, teacher 
educator since 2001

▪ Worked at diverse institutions

▪ Career IN PROGRESS



PLANNING YOUR 
CAREER

▪ Not an easy endeavor considering the 
current socio-economic climate

▪ Life is full of surprises

▪ Be aware of your privileges and 
marginalization



CAREER BUILDING

▪ You are never alone, we are your support 
mechanism, do not feel shy asking for 
help

▪ Do your best, boost your skills as much 
as possible without burning yourself out

▪ Do not give up your passions

▪ Do not set too ambitious goals for 
yourself

▪ Do not compare and contrast yourself 
with others

▪ Be yourself

▪ Your well-being comes first

▪ Do what is meaningful for you



CAREER FOR THE 
SAKE OF CAREER?

▪ Career building does not have to be 
EGOISTIC, COMPETITIVE and SELFISH

▪ It could be CONSTRUCTIVE, 
COLLABORATIVE and GENEROUS

▪ Not hiding knowledge, CVs, job 
opportunities but seeking out 
opportunities in solidarity



OPTIONS AHEAD



TEACHING? 
ACADEMIA?

INDUSTRY?



Marka Yöneticisi

Oyuncak/Eğitim Bilimleri Doktora 

Öğrencisi Yakamoz Oyuncak İstanbul

Okul Müdürü Milli Eğitim Bakanlığı Keşan Anadolu Lisesi Edirne

EMEA Marketing Communications Manager - Industrial 

segments Elektrik Eaton Ankara

Pazarlama Müdürü Gıda KARTUZ Gıda Ltd. Şti. Ankara

Satış Müdürü Enerji SABIC İstanbul

Health and Safety Manager Industrial Mega Constructions Renaissance Heavy Industries Murmansk, Russian Federation

Böüm (Zümre) Başkanı Eğitim ODTÜ GV ÖZEL DENİZLİ İLKOKULU TÜRKİYE

Müdür Yardımcısı Eğitim Milli Eğitim Bakanlığı Bilecik/Bozüyük

Academy Manager Technology SSTTEK İstanbul

Admissions Officer Egitim Kaplan Istanbul

Uzman Yardımcısı (Şirket Eğitmeni) Havacılık Türk Hava Yolları İstanbul 

Yapay Zeka Eğitmeni Yapay Zeka xAI Uzaktan

BA kamu federal government ABD

PhD & Director of Market Research K-12 Education & Edtech Amplify Education USA

Supply Chain/Logistics Coordinator Lojistik Cargill Belçika 

Product Manager Yazılım Netmera İzmir

İngilizce Öğretmeni Gayrimenkul Danışmanı Keller Williams Angora Koru Mah Çayyolu Ankara

Öğretim Görevlisi Eğitim İstanbul Beykent Üniversitesi Yüksekokul Müdür Yardımcısı 

Sales Specialist Technology Infinia Ankara

E-ticaret/ Pazaryeri Satış Müdürü E-ticaret SmartBuyGlasses Hong Kong

Dış Ticaret Uzmanı Madencilik Agora Rock Drill Yenimahalle, Ankara

Product Manager Enerji E.ON Almanya

Content Specialist Web Operations/Consumer Products

NMQ Digital/Sony Global Business 

Services Ankara/Istanbul/Amsterdam

Senior Tax Administrator Finans KPMG Amerika Birleşik Devletleri 

Prompt Engineer- transitioning to AI Product Management Teknoloji EnglishCentral

ODTÜ Teknokent MET yerleşkesi, Bilişim ve İnovasyon 

Merkezi



UP TO YOUR
IMAGINATION
Competent in multiple areas



HARD TIME 
CHOOSING?



YOUR CAREER, YOUR 
CHOICE

▪ Choose what is meaningful to YOU not to 
your parents, friends, professors or 
society

▪ Decide according to your INTERESTS, 
PASSIONS in life, not according to 
RELATIVE EASE, FINANCIAL PROSPECTS 
or PRESTIGE

▪ Trial and error could be an option



TEACHING

▪ Public schools (K-12)

▪ Private schools (K-12)

▪ Language schools 

▪ Higher education programs

Requirements

▪ Public schools – MEB AGS – Akademi
giriş sınavı

▪ Private schools – CV, demo class, 
interview

▪ Higher education programs –ALES, 
YDS Dil, MA degree + CV, demo 
class, interview



ACADEMIA

- Teaching at the academic English 
departments and Hazırlık programs

- Becoming a Research Assistant (RA) 
at a university in Turkey or abroad

- Becoming a Teaching Assistant (TA) 
abroad

Requirements

▪ ALES, YDS Dil, MA degree + CV, 
demo class, interview

▪ ALES, YDS Dil, graduate student + CV, 
interview

▪ TOEFL/IELTS score, CV,  letter of 
intent



GRADUATE STUDIES

▪ English Language Teaching – English Studies – TESOL 
programs – Language and Literacy Programs –
Applied Linguistics

▪ Linguistics

▪ English Literature, Comparative Literature, Language 
and Literature

▪ Educational Sociology, Educational Linguistics, 
Curriculum Development, Educational Administration 
and Leadership, Multicultural Education

▪ Gender Studies

▪ Business Administration

▪ History, sociology, psychology, philosophy, political 
science

Requirements

▪ ALES/GRE, EPE/TOEFL/IELTS, GPA

▪ Letter of intent, indicating your research interests

▪ Sound knowledgebase

▪ Interest and enthusiasm

▪ Keeping yourself up-to-date about current studies

▪ Getting to know the program you are applying, what 
kind of courses are available, research fields of 
faculty members



INDUSTRY

- Human resources office

- UX researcher (user experience)

- Sales officer

- Translator/editor

- Educational consultant

- Language engineer/linguist

Requirements

▪ CV, interview, job experience, 
voluntary experience



WHAT TO DO? 
WHERE TO START?

▪ Polish your English, Turkish and other 
L1s and L2s.

▪ Develop competence in one field, 
read/work systematically

▪ Gain experience – teaching, voluntary 
service, etc.

▪ Follow educational, technological, 
academic developments 

▪ Believe in yourself, develop your 
confidence, you are GOOD ENOUGH



OPPORTUNITIES

FULBRIGHT

Türk Eğitim Vakfı (TEV)

Milli Eğitim Bakanlığı YLSY 
Bursu

Chevening Burs Programı



RESOURCES



▪ www.learning2teachenglish.wordpress.com

http://www.learning2teachenglish.wordpress.com/


▪ yukselb@metu.edu.tr
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